Soak up the best of
Spain’s charming capital
and be sure to pack your:
dancing shoes... this ci
really never sleeps

N

MORNING
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Considering Madrid is one
of the highest and greemest
cities in Europe, you might want to
checek its eredentials on the east or west
side of the Spanish capital to get sovme
carly bearings. Proof of altitude can be
found at the Parque del Oueste, near
the site of the reconstructed 4™-century
BC Egyptian temple, Tesmplo de Debeod.
Loaking down wpon the huge Casa de
Campo public park and, left, across o
the magnificent Palacio Real, the park
is as cgually impressive at sunset, Feom
here, vow're also well placed to find
thee top of the historie Avstrias district
and find a different perspective (and
lreakfiet ) in one of harrio La Latinas
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24 HOURS IN...

Madrid

1f vou preferred to start your

day on the citys cast side
you'll have had the Pargue del Retiro to
explore. Buffered from relentless traffic
on the Pasea del Prado by the calming
Jardines Botdnicos and the famous
Museo del Prado further north, this
17 comtury park is an essential respite

\ MIDDAY

for the city. To return 1o the centre of the

aetion=—ansd the geopgraphical contre « if
Spain—head to Puerta Del Sol and give
voursell a few options. One is to head
northeast via Calle de lo Montera o

the stylish shops, restaurants and cafes
in rejuvenated Chueca. Contemporary
filmm club Café Dinrma (37 San Marcos,
Tel. + 34 91 522 0009) smartly sums up
of af this hin district with an
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AFTERNOON
[Hviding Chueca and its
!_ partner Malasafia is Calle de
Fuenc:
a few hig-m
attraets swarms of Ma
tor its theee-tiered counter-cultone hive
Mercado de Fueneareal, A more grown
up approach might invalve shopping
Calle Baveopuillo, and its surrounds, in the
heart of Choeca, Alternatively, you could
alwatys sit back spemd your money on a
Lavish seafood platter, just off Fuenearral,
at Ribeira do Mino (1 Santa Brigada,

ral, which is lined with

raleriir Tecimgiers

the abundanee of restaurants on Calle
Manuela Malasngia for the best men de]
dia. I yvou came (o Madrid for its tapas,
then the mesones (tapas bars) along Cava
Bajain La Latina can't be equalled for
atmosphere—day or night

EARLY EVENING

Compact ws the ety is,
/ its near impossible o

s evervehing on a guick

vizik, What voun will see in
abundance, however, arcund Chueca
and Malasafia especially, are the
fashionistas of Madrid. If they can’t be
beaten, book an appaintment o join
them at pelugueria Juan, Por Dips? (3
Peréz Galdoe, Tel. +34 91 523 3649).
Part-gallery, part-hairdressers, this
establishment is part of the reason why
evervone looks o damn good when the
sun goes down, Bide your Lime with a
long Argentinian-influenced mial at
La Lating neweomer Camoati (3 Calle

Alfanso VI, Tel, + 34 91 366 9550) before
heading up to the late-night bars and
clubs of Malasafin, Or dress up and head
to La Capilla de |2 Bolsu (12 Calle de s
Bolsa, Tel, +34 91 521 8623), tear the
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| EVENING

revolution movida may

have hit its peak way back in
the 1980s, locals <till believe it's their
given right to-party hard, Cocktails in
(or outside) the swanky Penthouse
Bar atop the ME Madrid Hotel

14 Plaza de Santa Ana, Tel. #3491 701

G000} should get vou into high spirits
with sweeping views over the spark
city. But if heights (albeit spectacular)
aren't vour thing, Sol ¥ Sombra
{ Echwpgaray, Tel. +54 91 542 8193 close
by s anather supremely stylish start-
ofl. A selection of more down-to-earth
bars stav open late around Chueca and
Malasana's lively epicentre Plaza del Dos
de Mavo, And, later till won
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